Glorious South India.
 
Day 01: Arrive Chennai
Upon arrival at Chennai International airport after clearing immigration and customs, you will be met and assisted by our representative and transferred to the hotel.
 
 
Day 02: Chennai
In the morning following breakfast, visit Kapaleeshwar temple. This ancient shrine dedicated to Shiva is centrally located and among the area's most popular landmarks. Lord Shiva once pinched off one of the heads of Brahma to arrest his pride. A crestfallen Brahma came to this place, installed a Siva Lingam and did penance. The Lingam is known as Kapaleeswarar. At noon, visit National Art Gallery and Government Museum, which houses a fine collection of items in various sections of geology, archaeology, numismatics, anthropology, botany and zoology Later, visit Marina Beach which extends from Fort St. George all the way to Mahabalipuram.
Day 03: Chennai - Kanchipuram – Mahabalipuram (105 km / 4hrs)
Morning after breakfast proceed to Kanchipuram. This ancient capital of the Pallavas, famous as a city of 1000 Temples and still has 124 shrines. The first temple dedicated to Shiva was built in the 7th and 8th century and has paintings on the walls. Temples of Ekambaswara, Kailasanatha, Sri Kamakshi and Varadarajaswamy are of interest. After visiting Kanchipuram proceed for 
Mahabalipuram. Upon in Mahabalipuram, check-in at the hotel & later visit the city of Mahabalipuram famous for the seven pagodas.
 
Day 04: Mahabalipuram – Pondicherry (130 / 2.5hrs)
Morning drive to Pondicherry a charming coastal town that was formerly a French colony and still has a few touches of French culture. Upon arrival check-in at hotel. Afternoon proceed for sightseeing tour to the French Tamil quarter and the world famous Sri Aurobindo Ashram a spiritual center founded on modern sciences and yoga.
 
Day 05: Pondicherry – Tanjore (180 km / 6hrs)
After breakfast depart for the Great Chola Capital Tanjore (The Rice Bowl of Tamil Nadu). On arrival check-in to your hotel at Tanjore and proceed for sightseeing to the world famous Brihadeshwar temple. The temple built by the cholas is very special for its architecture. The most surprising is that the temple does not have a shadow falling on ground at any time of day but falls 
on its own body.
 
Day 06: Tanjore - Trichy - Chettinad (140 km/5 hrs). 
After breakfast check-out of hotel and drive to Trichy. On arrival check-in and proceed for sightseeing of Trichy 'a town situated on the banks of river Cauvery' visiting the famous "Sriranganathaswami temple" at Srirangam. It is surrounded by seven concentric walls and 21 towers called "Gopurams". At the next place we visit the 'Rock fort temple' at the main town. A 437 rock cut steps will reach us to the Ganesh Shrine, a view of entire Trichy town from here is breath taking. Trichy is surrounded by seven concentric-walled courtyards with magnificent gateways and several shrines. The Sri Ranganathasvami Temple, located at 
Srirangam (banks of River Kaveri), one of the largest in India, is famous for its superb sculptures, the 21 impressive gopurams and its rich collection of temple jewelry. The Rock-Fort is the landmark of Trichy, though not of great significance architecturally.  We will have a view of it atop the hill as we drive by.
 
Arrive in Chettinad in time for lunch at The Bungala, a charming 75 year old Chettinad Bungalow, belonging to the Meyyappa Chettiar Family, that has been restored and converted into a heritage guest house. It is located on the outskirts of the village Karaikudi. There are 74 other villages that comprise Chettinad.

Not yet  discovered by the world, Chettinad is a rural area certain to surprise even the most discerning traveller. After lunch, explore Karaikudi with its fabulous mansions and with its many temples.

The Chettinad region at one time represented the wealth of Tamil Nadu.  The many villages were once the homes of fabulously wealthy merchant families known as the Chettiars.  Today it an area of mostly deserted magnificent mansions.  It was estimated that just one of the Chettiar houses used 300 tonnes of satinwood and Burma teak in its construction.  One of the specialities of these houses is the woodcarving especially on the doors. Traditionally in the jewelery and trading business, Chettiars now own a variety of companies and continue to funnel funds into this remote area.  We will visit some of these mansions with our guide, and meet some of the families who have remained in this area.   

To see these houses alone would justify a trip there.  Apart from the houses, Karaikudi offers extensive antique shopping, weekly shandy [village    market], a number of temples, visits to Craftmen working with wood and metal,    silversmiths and goldsmiths, attractive Textiles and exciting Chettiar    cuisine.  Overnight at The Bungala.
 

 

Day 07: Chettinad – Madurai (80 / 2 hrs)
Depart from hotel after breakfast and drive to Madurai the old city of Tamilnadu. 'Madhuram' means 'sweet' in Sanskrit. Depart from hotel after breakfast and drive to Madurai - the old city of Tamilnadu. 'Madhuram' means 'sweet' in Sanskrit. On arrival check-in to hotel. At noon, we do the sightseeing tour of Madurai visiting the famous Meenakshi Temple. People are blessed by the temple elephant. Further more visit the Tirumalai Nayak palace and Gandhi Museum. Later return to the hotel. 
Late evening visit Meenakshi temple for the Aarti ceremony with a fanfare where the god Shiva is lead to the bedroom of his wife, Meenakshi.
Day 08: Madurai – Periyar (140 km / 4hrs)
After breakfast check-out from the hotel and drive to Periyar (also known as Thekkady). The name Periyar comes after the Dam made here by the English in 1895. On arrival at Periyar check in to the hotel. At noon, we would leave for guided plantation tour to the nearby garden. In the evening enjoy the most popular boat trip at the National Park. There are many animals to see, 
including herds of elephants, bison's and packs of wild boars that roam through the woods and parade along the shores of the lake just before sunrise and sunset.
Day 09: Periyar – Houseboat (140 km / 4 hrs)
After breakfast in the hotel drive to backwaters.
Periyar - Backwaters on Houseboat - On arrival we would be boarding our houseboat from Kumarakom jetty. During the cruise, you would also be able to drop in at some villages to check out the techniques and procedure involved in coir making. Lunch and dinner would be onboard, and you would be spending your night in the mid of the lake.
Day 10: Houseboat - Alleppey – Cochin (60 km / 1.5hrs)
After leisurely breakfast on board disembark at Alleppey jetty, which is also known as Venice of the East because of the narrow canals and backwaters. Transfer to Cochin. In the evening visit the famous dance drama of Kerala, the "Kathakali". This dance can be characterized by grotesque gesticulations, amazing costumes and very extensive make-up. The stories are 
mostly taken from the epics Mahabharatha and Ramayana.
 
Day 11: Cochin
After breakfast proceed for sight seeing tour of Cochin visiting-'The Jewish Synagogue' at the heart of what is locally called the Jew Town, 'The St. Francis Church', the oldest European Church in India, 'The Santa Cruz Basilica' originally built in 1557 by the Portuguese, 'The Dutch Palace and Spice market at the narrow streets. Later return to hotel and in the evening visit the 'Chinese fishing nets' huge cantilevered fishing nets believed to have brought to Kochi by Chinese traders.
Day 12: Depart Cochin
Transfer to the airport as per your flight schedule to board the flight for your onward journey.
 

 

Cost Per Person in CA$: 
1 Pax: $4070 (Travelling without Accompanying Guide in 1 A/C Toyota Innova)
2 Pax: $2219 (Travelling without Accompanying Guide in 1 A/C Toyota Innova)
3 Pax: $1955 (Travelling without Accompanying Guide in 1 A/C Toyota Innova)
4-6 Pax: $2217 (Travelling with Accompanying Guide in 1 A/C Tempo Traveller)
7-9 Pax: $1881 (Travelling with Accompanying Guide in 1 A/C Tempo Traveller)

 

 

Single Room Supplement $990
 

It includes:
Accommodation on Single/Twin occupancy.
2 nights Chennai at Accord Metropolitan ****or similar (B)
1 night Mahabalipuram at Ideal Beach Resort ****(B)
1 night Pondicherry at Maison Perumal - Best Heritage (B)
1 night Tanjore at Ideal River View Resort **** (B)
1 night Chettinad at Hotel Bangala - Heritage (B,D)
1 night Madurai at Hotel GRT Regency *** (B)
1 night Periyar at Cardamom County Resort **** (B)
1 night Backwaters on A/C Rice Boat (B,L,D)
2 nights Cochin at Tea Bungalow or similar - Heritage (B)

All arrival, departure transfers and land transport in A/C Toyota Innova or A/C Tempo Treveller as per itinerary.
Professional English speaking guide during local sightseeing in Chennai, Mahabaslipuram, Pondicherry, Tanjore, Madurai, Periyar and Cochin as per Itinerary.
English Speaking Acompanying Escort throughout the journey (only in the case of 4 pax and above) 
Monument entrances
Boatride on Periyar Lake
Entrance ticket for Kathakali dances in Cochin
India Gov. Service Tax 2.58%
 

Does Not Include: International/internal air, insurance, portage, meals other then mentioned, still camera fees, tips, departure taxes, personal expenses such as laundry, phone calls, alcoholic drinks.
 

Extension Karnataka and Goa.
 

Day 12: Cochin - Bangalore - Mysore ( 145 Km /  03 hrs) 
Transfer to airport for flight IT4430 dep. 0745 / arr. 0855 to Bangalore, meet & drive straight to Mysore enroute visit at summer palace of Tipu Sultan (tiger of Mysore). Continue your drive to Mysore, once the capital and today the second most important city of Karnataka. Arrive & check in at Hotel, afternoon visit the most impressive of Mysore’s numerous monuments, though, is the Maharaja’s Palace built in 1911 at the cost of 4.2 million Indian Rupees. One of the biggest in India, it is a harmonious synthesis of the Hindu and Saracenic styles of architecture. Afterwards visit Sri Chamundeswari Temple, a huge in structure with a seven story Gopuram 40 meters (131 feet) high.  On the way up to the hill we see the famous Nandi (Shiva`s Bull) carved from solid rock and, at 5 meters (16.5 feet) high, perhaps the largest.  
 

 

 

Day 13: Mysore - Sravanabelgola - Hassan (150 Km, 04 hrs) 
Morning leave for Hassan, enroute visit at Sravanabelgola Jain temple atop of the hill with five hundred steps cut out of rock lead to the summit and the colossal statue of Lord Gomateswara, which is 1705 meters high. It is nearly eighteen hundred years old. Continue your drive to Hassan, arrive and check in at Hotel. Afternoon drive and visit Belur temple of Vishnu built in 1117A.D. by the Hoyasala king Vishnuvardhan. Afterwards visit Helebid Shiva temple built in 13th century. Both these temples are worth to see the stone art.  


Day 14: Hassan - Hospet ( 350 Km / 06 hrs) 
Enroute you will visit the following: Chitradurga -  lies at the foot of a group of granite hills, approx 2 hrs drive.  The fort here was built in the 17th century by the Nayakas.  This was subsequently destroyed by Haider Ali who replaced the mud fort with one built of stone, and Tipu Sultan built a palace, mosque and granaries. Tumkur - is an important market town and 8 kms north is the small Dravidian style Kaidala Keshava temple.  It contains some striking stone images. Hiriyur - Built on the bank of the river Vedavati, the Teru-Malleshwara Temple has a 14 meter-high lamp pillar that holds enough oil for the lamp to be relit only once a year.  
 
Day 15: Hospet - Hampi - Hospet 

After breakfast leave for Hampi, where in lie the ruins of the famous capital of the Vijayanager empire, once abundant in wealth, military prowess, aesthetics and culture. The ruins , spread over an area of nearly 26 sq km, include temples, pavilions, baths and places. Many of them are still in good condition. The Pampapati Swami temple with its many tiered phramidal tower crests above the others. The Vittala Temple has 56 pillars, each of which produces a different musical note when tapped. Return to Hotel at Hospet for overnight stay. 


Day 16: Hospet - Pattadakal - Aihole - Badami (200 km / 5 hrs)
Morning leave for Badami, visit ancient temples of Aihole. Badami and Pattadakal, situated within a few kilometers of one another. At Aihole, the cradle of Hindu temple architecture, there are as many as 70 temples of which 30 lie in a single enclosure. The Durga temple with its pyramidal roof has some remarkable sculpture and the Jain Meguli temple is constructed at 630 small stone blocks.
The Jain cave temple hewn out of solid rock of Badami, once a flourishing capital of the Chalukyas belong to 550 A.D. The columns and ceiling are so finely executed that it is difficult to believe that these caves were once dug out. 


 

Day 17: Badami - Goa ( 190 Km, 05 hrs) 
Morning leave for Goa, arrive and check into hotel.

 

 

Day 18: Goa
Independent, relax on beach and enjoy hotel facilites.
 

 

Day 19: Goa - Bombay 
Morning independent, afternoon transfer to airport fort flight 9W474 dep. 1615 / arr. 1715 to Bombay, room for wash/change near airport, late night transfer to International airport for flight to home.
 

 

 

Cost Per Person in CA$: 
1 Pax: $2755 (Travelling in 1 A/C Toyota Innova)
2 Pax: $1545 (Travelling in 1 A/C Toyota Innova)
3 Pax: $1357 (Travelling in 1 A/C Toyota Innova)
4-6 Pax: $1298 (Travelling in 1 A/C Tempo Traveller)
7-9 Pax: $1250 (Travelling in 1 A/C Tempo Traveller)

 

Single Room Supplement $650

 

It includes:
Accommodation on Single/Twin occupancy.
1 night Mysore at Lalitha Mahal Palace *****(B)
1 night Hassan at Hoysala Village *** Heritage(B,D)
2 nights Hospet at Malligi Home ****(B,D)
1 night Badami at Badami Court ***(B,D)
2 nights Goa at Lemon Tree Amarante Beach Resort ****(B)
Room for wash/change in Bombay at Kohinoor Continental on last day untill 2200hrs.

All arrival, departure transfers and land transport in A/C Toyota Innova or A/C Tempo Treveller as per itinerary.
English speaking guide during local sightseeing in Mysore, Hassan, Hospet and Badami as per Itinerary.
Monument entrances
India Gov. Service Tax 2.58%
 

Airfare Extra PP in CA$: (exact when TBD when booked)
Cochin – Bangalore min $100 max $220
Goa - Bombay min $100 maix $295

Does Not Include: International, insurance, portage, meals other then mentioned, still camera fees, tips, departure taxes, personal expenses such as laundry, phone calls, alcoholic drinks.
 

 
 

